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| Am InSpIred By Steven B. Scudder, Committee Counsel, ABA Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service

at a local level to individuals, families and communities; will recruit and
train more volunteers; and will recognize the outstanding service of
legal institutions and individuals who do so much to make pro bono
successful.

I am inspired by the excitement that the National Celebration of
Pro Bono has generated, the creativity that groups are using to high-
light their pro bono efforts, the number of states with multiple events
lBe_ring planned (45 at last count), and the total number of events that
Gwill be held around the country (at least 250 that we know of).

I'n Mal col m QQheaTipping Pding How hittleoThings Can
ake a Big Difference t he author defines ti
gels at which the momentum for change becomes unstoppable.” In his

ok Gladwell explains the sociological changes that mark everyday
8 noting that "[[Jdeas and products and messages and behaviors
spread likeviruseglo."

During my almost 25 years of watching the pro bono legal services

| started my career in the pro bono world in
1984 as director of the New Hampshire Pro Bono
Referral Program. For ten years | had the
opportunity to see pro bono legal services delivery
up close and personal. The program was-well
structured, financed and staffed; there were hun-
dreds of lawyers, many volunteering to take on
challenging and complicated cases, including ¢
tody matters; and the program was well respecte
in the legal community and beyond. Every day m)éﬂ

staff and | were touched by the stories our client
told, the challenges they faced and the help they needed from us
their last resort to solve a serious legal problem in their lives. We w
inspired by the pro bono commitment of New Hampshire lawyers
made all the difference for these clients.

In 1994 | accepted the opportunity to lead the American Bar ASSOCic?-” e h h hooeful th th
tionds pro bono efforts, first ry W.Gr‘megﬁ‘?\’vb vep)epn PPRIY % ,fSSE'E%Cr? ntéyr ere o
and for the past 13 years as counsel to the Standing Committee on WJ) e aalpplng pdint in the probono movemen?@at point w%en each

Bono and Public Service. Working at the national level, many st tsorney in America will understand and value the role they can play in

king a difference by becoming a pro bono volunteer. Until then, |
removed from the dayo-day challenges of pro bono program manage- a ; = Y
ment, | am able to see the full picture of the pro bono legal servic gl continue to be inspired by Y@.he attomey who struggles every

delivery system in America. There are program infrastructure issues ﬁé{tto make ends meet or to achieve a balance between work and

need to be addressed, collaboration and partnership opportunities t '|Y' or wha feels there just is not enough time in the day, but finds
e time to do pro bono work anyway. You are the attorney who

could be more fully developed, and an ongoing need for more volu nows that, as challenging as things are in your work life you are fortu-

teers to serve the continuing and growing need for services. | am f 10 be & member of this honored profession. You are the attorney

spired, nonetheless, by the commitment of lawyers across the coun e
serving the legal needs of the poor. t\?fﬁ:o knows that as the gatekeepers of the gates of justice lawyers hold

With the encouragement and su ﬁh _%eystto Juét € fqr W%sel sgfg\r%lrgate_. PYrOL{)areéhS" ﬁ“8me%§‘éf*\%rﬁi
tee, communities around the country will be honoring the important g to make the time ta help someohe in need, to call'your local pro
of pro bono lawyers as part of the National Celebration of Pro Bon ono program, to offer to help.

(www.celebrateprobono.ord. This series of events, being held during R

the week of October 281, will showcase the difference lawyers make ol am inspired by vy
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David Rohl f &6s Bi | | abudrags sodfhenloilnes h e
I'n following this mont hds t he mgplicatibns e dramtb ara taccepting ffu rtic

we honor a long time supporter of pro bono work who is instrumentafrom other agencies such as Texas Legal

furthering equal justice for alcess toSustce Foandationolnitedn\&/ay, sl as ¢

Bono, 6 while others know hi m as LeBa Barvices ROmrpdration, justhte nam e Le

Northwest Texas board of directors. few.
While Rohlf has worked as an attorney since 1989, he began serving So why does a family law attorney com
legal aid in 1991 after signing a sigup sheet passed around at an so much of his time and efforts to pro b
annual bar meeting. It was during his time at the Rockwall Legal Aicb r k ? ol enj oy sed
Clinic that he realized | egal aw edd vies lai tneerceelslsyar y a yw&d DMme one. sy
average hourly cost in the Metroplex for legal service is $8380 an  pride looking through those and thinkiBgsh, as a board member, we
hour. People at poverty income would never be able to afford a lawyewere kind of responsible in helping that persont 8 s what s ol
and yet they need help, 6 said Rrodhfldr todegsaal éildl £dblld shdwhrag fgarp t
people that would otherwise be cost prohibited to have access to thed Rohlf.
system. And now wedre being cal |l éMhenupkednhova Rohlfovtouldhemcowage f@d moyparteipatidm  t
omy as bad as it is. Wedve got amohgais peers, heereitgrated thé impoitaace of the pragrare and the b
From there, Rohl fds role grewtilme Y9I ¥&nhe owaist .askeldf t@®n sat ver m
board of Legal Services of North Texas (how LANWT). Laterhe accepged co0ur age them to write a check |
the role of treasurer and then vice chair, until two years later he whalable time and then follow back up with the legal aid office to see
honored to be asked to serve as the chair. how far your funds will go. And if you can [serve at a legal clinic] you
While you may not see Rohlf at a Rockwall legal clinic these dagsp i n there and people are so ap
rest assured that his time is spent overseeing the bigger picture. LANMGIU . 6 | 6ve done cases pro bono f
is the largest agency spanning from Greenville to Midland to Amarillmokies or a thaniou note on a simple sheet of paper. Those are the
He now commits several hours a day communicating back to the 27 ntetni ngs you put i n your desk dr awe
bers of the board and focusing on administrative warcludingmaking i ng a bad day and youdre grateful
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OoOn July 23, Presi dent Obama | ssued a procl amati on r
/| egal professionals and all c¢citizens oto honor

35TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION, 2009
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

=
Legal Services Corporation
Celebrating 35 Years as
America’s Partner for Equal Justice
1974-2009  wwwiscgov

A PROCLAMATION

Every day the Legal Services Corporation (LSC) breathes life into the timeless ideal, "equal justice under lawthitseadiesannot afford
the assistance they need and those who would otherwise go without vital representation. Today we recognize the 3% yezchdurin
the LSC has moved our Nation and our legal system towards greater equality.

The LSC brings legal counsel to every corner of the Nation. As the largest provider of civil legal aid to the pawtsipsagmams that touch
families in every State. Persons of all ethnic and racial backgrounds know its great work, and women, who represenio? b$Estgaported
clients, especially benefit from its expertise.

The Legal Services Corporation's work helps improve lives. It allows more people to access the public benefitetmegrdegmmestic vio-
lence victims to secure the protections they desperately need, and more workers to receive the compensation they tisnee theewl garned.

During an economic crisis, the work of the LSC is especially important. When families face foreclosure, evictimtcyyrdramken communi-
ties are targeted by predatory lenders, they need the help of legal professionals. These scenarios are far too comrroiuodssly, the LSC
stands ready to meet these demands.

Because economically vulnerable communities continue to face an unmet need for legal services, my Administratied meseaggubfund-
ing for the LSC. | have also recommended lifting several unnecessary restrictions on funding so that more peoplastaroeivichese
changes are critical to the organization's mission and work.

We have made great progress in protecting the legal rights of our citizens, and the Legal Services Corporation hasitdhyeld & this
story for more than 3 decades. With continued support, it will serve those in need and help our Nation live outdisasghest i

NOW, THEREFORE, |, BARACK OBARtasident of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 25, 2009, as the 35th Anniversary of the Legal ServicesrCbeptiration legal
professionals and the people of the United States to honor the contributions of this vital organization.

IN WITNESS WHEREOave hereunto set my hand this twiitgl day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred anddhitty.

BARACK OBAMA


http://www.teajf.org/

Giving Back to the Community by Coordinator Linda Gomez, Wichita Falls

Mike Henry, of the law firm Stanley Watson and Michael Henry, is Mr. Henry joined the pro bono team in 20
committed to pro bono work. Despite having a large private practicand believes in the fundamental values of gi

of his own, he still finds time to help Legal Aid clients by volunteerhgp c k t o t he communi t Ch
for cases through our Equal Justice Volunteer Program (EJVP). practice, | feel pro bono is part of my testimg

Hardeman County has only two attorneys, and both are on the ptoo wi t nes s, he expl try
bono panel. He has even volunteered to take any case that is offeredh at way . 6 Legal Al we st
to his partner, if he is unable to take them. In fact, Mr. Henry has neweed to have Michael A. Henry on our pro b
turned down a case. Mr . Henrydésanpr o bono participa e X é

that rural attorneys can play an important role in helping the poor.

My Proudest Moment by District Judge Doug Woodburn, 108th District Court, Amarillo

In addition to my duties as Judge of the 108 time helped develop a systematic method for local family lawyers
District Court in Potter County, | am privileged tothrough PFLA to provide help for struggling families at the clinic system
currently serve as Chair of the Family Law Sectiopverseen by Luisa Vigil, coordinator for the Amarillo Legal Aid office.
for the State Bar of Texas. | have been involvedThe clinics take place-tmionthly generally at the Wesley Community
with the West Texas Legal Services (now Legal Ai€enter after hours and on weekends. Local members of the association
of NorthWest Texas) si nvoknteerhitheir tina and meketovhOpérsonseonfamilibsaviiceattend at no
served on its Board of Directors for Pro Bono Sereost to the applicant. Volunteer attorneys render advice at the clinic,
vices since 1998, as Chair from 26P204. | came and if necessary or appropriate, agree to meet with the applicant at a
to be associated with West Texas Legal Servicesater date and represent the applicant at no charge. The clinic system
while serving as the Chair of the Pro Bono Commitias proven to be a terrific success, both for the applicants and the par-
tee of the Bar6s Fami | yticijatmguattdBneys.t i on . The Pro Bono
Committee of the State Bar was and is committed to | have seldom felt more pride as an attorney than on those occasions

seeing that quality legal services are provided to as many lower inthat | have worked on a case that | received from the clinic system. |

come families as possible. In furthering that commitment, the commifee, represented victims of abuse, family adoptions, divorces, and cus-
overseas the presentation of4free highquality family law seminars

utilizing the best family law presenters at locations around the stat}-?,dy liigation. These cases make me proud to say that | am an attorney
primarily in more remote locations. In return for continuing educatibh? day and age where many people have nothing but contempt for my
credits, attendees commit to represent at least two lower income farfofession. As a district judge and a leader of family lawyers state-
lies who are struggling with finances, but whose income is above faudde, | encourage all attorneys to volunteer to work with LANWT. It
eral guidelines for legal services providers (like LANW®)bono  may very well remind you why you decided to enter the legal profession
during the year. ] . . in the first place.

In 1998 Chris Wrampelmeir and | brought the seminar to Amarillo,
and my involvement began at that time. Later | served as the

MCLE Scores Blg for LANWT by EJV P Paralegal Bill Dombrowski, Fort Worth

On July 24 the Fort Worth Office of Legal Aid of NorthWest Pro Bono cases rather than the 2 Pro
Texas was given the opportunity to againhost the Family Law Es- case commitment for just attending
sentials course offered by the Family Law section of the Texas Bseminar.
Association. As a result of the seminar Legal Aid

The Family Law Section was represented by Hood County Attornjsrihwest Texas has commitments
Cindy Tisdale. Ms. Tisdale put forth a superb effort and in conjunction htv Pro B c d forty clini
with Attorney Kim Wilson of Erath County, was able to secure a gregfg y Fro bono L.ases an ] orty clinic
venue. The Hood County and Erath County Bar Associations provitdeer hours. We also received $2000.
the attendees with catered breakfast and lunch. The seminar was helgd00.00 each from ten attendees who (
at the United Ceop building in Stephenville. The attendance wasngt want to take Pro Bono cases.
strong with registrations coming in from all over the state, including one This event could not have been pos:
from Corpus Christi. All told fortyro pre-registered for the seminar o p ]
with another nine registering the day of the seminar. With the suppo¥ithout the coordination and support by Catherine Nahay from Texas
of Texas Bar Books and their generous donation of ten FamilyLaw Lawyer 6s Car e, Austin.

Practice Manuals on €®bm, 10 participants agreed to accept 4 Pro

I\/Iaking a Small Difference by Volunteer Attorney Kathyrn Currier , Midland

I grew up in Midland, so it seemed like a homecoming when | acore | realized that | missed the connections
cepted a position with Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas in Odessa afterinade with my Legal Aid clients and missed sé
became licensed as an attorneln addition to moving back "home," | people making the best of what they have and ri
enjoyed the work with Legal Aid because | felt like | was making above their financial statuswith approval from m
difference in the communityfter spending a year and a half assist- boss, | called Pete Fierro and asked about acce
ing low income clients in Odessa with family law cases dffereda pro bono cases through the Midland LANWT
position as an Assistant City Attorney with the City of Midland anfice. Through the clinics and representing severd
moved to Midland with my husband. About six months after | begaents a year, | have found what | was missing
prosecuting in municipal court, | felt like | was missing something evehopefully, continue to make a small difference.
though | enjoyed criminal law work. The more | thought about it, the
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John Browning d An Advocate for the Greater Good by McKinney Volunteer Lené Alley DeRudder

A 0Good Samaritand isRackwalplas€domtay eBprerAssoci ation
son who unselfishly helps another in distress omeed for norprofit legal services like LANWT.
difficulty. Mr. John Browning is a Good Samari- Despite the perception that Rockwall County is an affluent

tan. He is passionate about giving a voice to community, Mr. Browning reiterates the need for LANWT clinics
those who have none, whether that voice belongsbecause the Countyds tremendous
to children, victims of domestic abuse, personsall socioeconomic levels, and the economic downturn has increased
facing difficult financial or family issues, or the need for these services. Additionally, Mr. Browning praises
abused animals. He has served the communitythe members of RCBA for their continuous support in volunteering
through Legal Aid of Northwest Texas atthe LANWT clinics.

(OLANWTOG) , The Family PHeaecegnizestthate crilibal composent ® she success of non
Associationds Dallas Volunteer ARfitdegahseryicesps theyppor of thevegal cosnmunity.r 18 s a
young lawyers, and animal rescue organizations. When asked about hi§eekly column, oLegally Speaki
pro bono work, Mr. Browning si mpFJr ent, fl@%rlg péoglem f@cylg)lghesglseéV|ce§|lrh[§1e 9”&'8 (

r ot , You Spare Lawye

somebod o]
- decreased fundlng of an already vastly underserved populatlon
He attributes his strong commitment to pro bono work and affinity to
ch is growin nificantly because of the current difficult econ-

. i
OSt'Ck up .for the little guy?d toor:hg etué}i r(?trhecnss%étgvé{\éte%ora ave'rtébb-
Browning lightheartedly describesg, etH@ﬁ'e%(AsIeglﬁaﬁjrebat)eethe?e&ésﬁ\é&es & fidii@ ®éhd,

ily. As a child, he remembers watching his father, a pharmacist, alwayge |eading funder of legal aid in Texas, a otime $20 million
providing free assistance to people who needed help with their medica-contribution. Mr. Browning is quick to emphasize that this is a
tions and health problems. Mr. Browning recalls never seeing his dad tuthe mpor ary sol ution and states t
away anyone. He laughs that in true Alex Keaton form he was annoyedas it ever has been and | cann
his father would give away valuable advice without compensation. Hé» el i eves it s oeven more crit
remembers his dad telling him 0s ocShePdy ty du Owiblojn oy d edrad t &Sred .Vd € em
ing humbly states, o0l16d |ike to t hMrnWOWP'”g@WFQ}’@Q%XO%{‘Q|§Wy‘?fsot9vsu9”90“p"m _
His pro bono service clearly indicates that he does understand. In ad-€92al services P ke LANWT. HI s
because you will gain |nvaluable experience, and it is very re-
dition to providing legal services to Rprofit organizations, Mr. Browning
warding on a personal level.
has testified in front of the state legislature a number of times on expand-
ing protective orders for domestic abuse victims. He speaks passmnatelé/ Seehttp://www.setexasrecord.com/arguments/218527

-speakinghrothercanyou-spare-alawyer. For more
about hel ping domestic abuse vic lon,viBitthe Fe c€eSs tolJilisticé Websile atC a U S €

dear to his heart. ¢ Mr . Brownlnwg- serves as the President

JUdge L. Clifford Davisii A Hero of Pro Bono by NAACP Justice Project Coordinator Rosa Turner

If you are downtrodden and in need of legal Judge Davisvas contacted by NAACP Justice Project Coordi-
assistance, you could ask for no finer representativenator Rosa Turner in regards to a discrimination case. The client
than Judge L. Clifford Davis, a legend in Tarrant had been a state employee for 25 plus years. In December 2006,
County. Born in Wilton Arkansas in 1924, theshe was placed on medical leave by her physician until February
youngest of seven children, he has seen firsthang007. Upon returning to work, the client found she had a new
poverty and discrimination in his life. He receivedsupervisor who she felt targeted her for termination. Not only did
his law degredrom Howard University in Washing- she feel like her every movement was being monitored, closed
ton D.C. in 1949 and has not only practiced law, door meetings were held without her knowledge and policies
but taught law at Paul Quinn College in Waco. Hewer e i mpl ement ed which didndt i
was appointed a Criminal District Judge in 1983, devoted years of hard work and dedication to her employer, she
and served until 1989 as the Judge of Criminal felt that she had been subject to unjust treatment based on age,
District Court Number 2ludge Davis continued to serve by assignment as anedical condition, and race. She would have retired in March
visiting judge until 2004 when he retired as a Senior District Juttge. 2009 if she had not been terminated effective January 2008.
currently serves as o0of counsel 6 She fildd at BEE®C domplaintfin Manch 2009 addohar dasvsuib is
iskell. Judge Davis even has an elementary school named after him. Herigoing. Judge Davis is closely monitoring the case and any case
always willing to take pro bono cases, especially those where discriminatiplaced in his capable hands will be handled judiciously and with
is an issue. dignity for his client.

YOU can make a difference. Volunteer today.
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What Pro BonoMeans to Me by Larry R. Spain

Having been involved in the direct delivery of legal services to theserve as a role model to other lawyers 8
poor in one form or another for more than thirty years, | recognizeparticularly law students, of the importance]
the significant unmet need t ha probenoiwerkistheir mafessiarak i n g
reality for many individuals that cannot afford an attorney. From careers.
first volunteering as a law student with the Legal Aid Society of Introducing and instilling the valuepod bono
Omaha, | recognized the personal satisfaction of assisting individualork to law students has always been a pers
who otherwise would not have the benefit of an attorney or accesgnission of mine that | hope will encourage a
to the legal system. As a result, after graduation from law school, long commitment foro bonoservice. My me
worked with several legal services programs before entering law sage to other attorneys and law students
school teaching more than 25 years ago. Law school teaching haalways been that there are a variety of wa
allowed me to continue my involvement in the delivery of legal serthat they may contribute to the delivery pfo
vices to the poor by developing clinical programs and other projectsbono legal services, dependent upon their
in partnership with legal services programs to support and supplecommitments and comfort level, but all are impor-
ment their important work. tant. Even the provision of legal advice aP BoncClinic can pro-

Despite having a career devoted to public interest legal work, | vide critical information to an individual that will assist them in making
have always considered it important to volunteer additional timeasd eci si ons and give them a sense o0f
a means of o0giving backo6 and 0s tWail itha demeand fomlegal tsesvit@s for ondersareed popufatinosn i
served. | firmly believe that every lawyer has a professional obli- will always exceed the available resources, if every lawyer devotes a
gation to volunteer a portion of their professional time to assistingportion of their professional time fwo bonolegal services, we can
those who otherwise would not have access to legal services. Hopgprta ke oOaccess to justiced more of
fully, through my small contribution of time in serving the poor, | can ability to pay.

Jones Day Lawyer Helps Mother of Kidnapped Childby bvap managing Attorney Michelle Alden

Mandy Childs is a commercial litigation

. . She applied for assistance soon thereafter at the East Dallas Legal
associate with Jones Dayn 2008, Mandy PP g

h dt 3 Dav Dall Clinic. Her case was accepted and the attorney quickly filed a Petition
:"_Vaf LondoAr\eL 0 servtet:s DOTIeS Valy allaS tor Writ of Habeas Corpus. The Writ of Attachment was denied and the

st Lenei-tawyer at fhe Laflas vo unteer o atter was set for hearing and the Respondent was served.

Attorney Prqgram. In that capacity, she The Respondentds attorney when
;/vok_rked ful ttlvrvne tfor DVAP for threte mqnths, dler spied his mother, the reunion of the mother and child spoke volumes
aKing -on twennseven cases al Varous , ihe ryth of the matterThe client left with her son and a plan for the
stages of litigation, including pleading, dis- futire. She was advised to contact the

Eovery rEIa nagement, d.lsposmvedmotm(;? PraC-potective Order.Secondly, she was told to contact the Attorney Gen-
ice, settlement negotiation and mediation, . . |\ 55 Office as soon as possible

trial prepqratlon and trial. She regularly appeared, and contlnues_. to paternity so that the rights of all involved could be protected in the
appear, in state court on behalf of her pro bono Cl'ents'future

The highlight of Mandy's time at DVAP was helping reunite a mother It was this experience that led Mandy and Jerre Doak to partner

with her kidnapped childThe applicant was the biological mother of with DVAP to allow Jones Day to exclusively handle writ of habeas and

g,twg_l_yt ear ?_lid boy. The fathe; wastha vstfr:an c)tfthetIra_lthonfllct Iw'th writ of attachment cases related to children that come through DVAP's
ISabilities. HIS hame was not on the birth certicate. The couple We\%gal clinics.Mandy continues to be actively involved with DVAP, and is

not married and pgternity had not beer_1 estab!i;heq by court Orderbne of the founding members of the Jones Day Dallas Associate Pro
However, the applicant allowed the child to visit with the father °'Bono CommitteeThis committee has partnered with several of the pro

occ_asmn.After one such visit the father ref_used to allow our client 19 ono service providers in Dallas to help staff emergency pro bono cases
retrieve her son. When she stood up to him, the father used force \I\ﬂth Jones Day partners and associates

prevent her from taking the childShe called the police to assist her
since the client was at the home of the father, she was ordered to
leave the premisedwithout her son.

Justice Must be for Everyone by Volunteer Attorney Anthony Robles, Odessa

Pro bono work is important because the justice system we sworeParagraph six of the Preamble to the Te
to serve only works when everybody has access to it. At some pointDisciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct |
in time, we all told ourselves that we wanted to be lawyersto help t h at o[e]l]very | awyer
people. Pro bono work allows us to satisfy our natural urge to fight prominence or professional workload, sh
for the little guy and is, for the most part, very personally and pro- find time to participate in or otherwise supy
fessionally rewarding. In addition to the personal satisfaction, pro the provision of legal services to the disad
bono work allows attorneys to build up goodwill in the communityt ageddé and that o[t
and obtain valuable word of mouth advertising (the best kind). If, services to those unable to pay reasonable
despite the philanthropic and business advantages of pro bono is a moral obligation of each lawyer as well
work, you are still reluctant to perform pro bono work, then considert he pr of essi on gener
the importance in which the Texas Supreme Court on pro bono work.

Thank you, Mandy!




Why do Pro Bono by Volunteer Attorney Joe Mufioz, San Angelo

Lawyers participate in pro bono work for Through various life choices and with very little to dispute, these
many reasons. Whatever the reason, pro individuals have found themselves in binding marriages that now require
bono work is both fulfilling and necessary. Itisa court ordered divorce. With each client, the law and proceedings are
fulfilling in that it allows the practitioner to thoroughly discussed and all documents and pleadings are prepared
give back to the community that supports theirand del i vered prior to the client
practice. Necessary because there are manyprehensive as to the process and most have never participated in any
N citizens that cannot afford the legal services other legal proceedings. However, with the professional assistance of
they need. For these and other practical rea- the dedicated staff of the Legal Aid of Northwest Texas office, these
sons, legal aid offices are located throughout individuals leave confident that their needs have been met.
the state. We are truly fortunate to have this office and even more fortunate

| personally have had the distinct pleasure to have the level of participation of attorneys from throughout the Con-
of participating in pro bono work through the Legal Aid of Northwesttho Valley area. | am proud to belong to a profession that unselfishly
Texas office in San Angelo. Through the direction of Ms. Tonnie Rglves of their time, talent and knowledge. Why do pro bono?, because
bins, Equal Justice Volunteer Program (EJVP) Coordinator, my focusiAeshoose to.
been counseling eligible clients on how to handle their own pro se di-

vorces.
00 00 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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Working the rural counties of the Fort Worth Office has pre-offered through our program and attended f
sented its own set of unique problems. But every once in a while Bamily Law Seminar offered by the Fort W(
Attorney comes along that makes your life easier. In this case thffice this past April increasing her Pro B
Attorney is Precious Atlas. Graduating with her JD from Texas Teghmmitment. When contacted she is al
University in December of 2007, she opened a private practice imwilling to discuss the cases that are availablg
Alvarado shortly after being licensed in May of 2008. placement and when she has to say no, d

One phone call was all it took to get her very involved in theher very busy practice, you can hear the dig
Johnson County legal clinic and during her first clinic, she acceptgeintment in her voice.
her first Pro Bono case. She recognizes the needs of the communityVhile her dedication may not win her any
and how she can help address those needs working through dwards, she is a true advocate for Legal Aid. She takes advantage of
Equal Justice Volunteer Program. She has even gone so far asofgportunities to discuss the needs of the program with other local Attor-
get her brotheiinlaw to help out at the Johnson County Clinic byneys and has made every attempt to get them involved.
doing intake.

Ms. Atlas has also availed herself of the opportunities that are
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Volunteer Attorney Keeps Brownwood Clinic Open by coordinator Guadalupe Elizondo, Abilene

Mr. John Lee Blagg is a volunteer attorney from Brownwood, Texas. The Brownwood Clinic was initially held at the Brownwood Com-
He has been a volunteer attorney since he was licensed in 1992, firstthuni ty Center unti |l the Centeros
San Angelo and since 1997 in Brownwood. He has taken, on averagehe use of the buil ding. Mr . Bl a
four to five cases a year since 1997 when he became a volunteer &hurch in Brownwood, talked to the pastor of his church and secured
the Abilene office. Mr . Bl agg ia9ylaca forpur elinid abthe chuncheatmb eost to b ANWT.h e St at e
Pro Bono College. Mr. Blagg was Chairman of the Brown County Democratic Party

Mr. Blagg has been instrumental in keeping the Brownwood clirffrom 1995 to 2004 when he resigned as chairman so he could run for
active. He routinely serves at the clinic and he can be counted on to B®unty Attorney. Mr. Blagg got involved in politics because he is a
at the clinic on short notice when a volunteer fails to show or postporefender of the poor and disenfranchised and felt this was a way he
at the last minute. could help.

A review of Mr . Bl aggds attornkyghr eldge rBlcaaggl issh oavsg rheea th assu pgrolr
declined one pro bono referral since 1992. He strongly believes iide is not only a great resource for our clients but a good man whom
pro bono work and he is highly supportive of the new branch office ANWT is proud to have on its side.
that Legal Aid of Northwest Texas (LANWT) will be opening in Brown-

0OThe ultimate measure of a man i s
comfort and convenience, but where he stands at the times of challenge
and COﬂtI‘éOlWa@fiSnyLLf)ther King, J




Mayor Celebrates Pro BonoWeek with Proclamation sy coordinator sywia cravez, piainview

John C. Anderson, Mayor of the City of Plainview, joins Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas i
celebrating Pro Bono Week. This celebration provides an opportunity for local legal assq
ciations across the country to coll aborfatively comm@morate t|
lawyers and, most importantly, to recruit additional volunteers to meet the growing need



